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SUPPORT INCREASED COMMUNITY COLLEGE FUNDING 
 

PROBLEM 
Funding support for Community Colleges hinges on a shared approach between the state, 
counties, and students. Since the Great Recession, all sides have struggled with maintaining 
funding support. State funding support on an FTE basis has increased a mere 2.7 percent over 11 
years. This places increased pressure on local tax payers and students to fund the community 
college system.  
  

2018-19 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
Unfortunately, the Executive Budget proposes a reduction of $24.4 million, or five percent. The 
Governor’s proposal to provide an FTE rate of $2,747 is near the same level community colleges 
received in 2007.  
 
 

COUNTY RECOMMENDATION 
Increase State Funding Support 
We urge the Legislature to oppose this cut and provide a net funding increase for community 
colleges over last year’s budget. Training and retraining the current workforce to fill increasingly 
more technically complex jobs has never been more important and our community colleges need 
the state to not just maintain their commitment, but increase it. 
 
Provide State Funding Support for FIT Advanced Degree Chargebacks 
Additionally, counties call on the Legislature to provide 100 percent state funding 
reimbursement for Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) chargebacks to counties for all classes 
related to 4- and 6- year degree programs. At one time, the State did provide full reimbursement 
to counties for all FIT chargebacks. Counties are calling on the state to restore this funding, but 
only for 4- and 6-year degree programs that are offered at FIT. These type of degree offerings 
are not typical for community colleges and we believe these chargeback costs should be fully 
funded by the state.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org or call 518-465-

1473 to speak to Dave Lucas, NYSAC Director of Finance and Intergovernmental Affairs. 


